Vanity URL: What It Is & How To Get One

GO ( )81(’: define vanity

Search About 1,460.000 results (0.15 seconds

Web van-i-ty rvanstar )

| Noun 1. Excessive pride in or admiration of one's own appearance or

mages .
achievements.

Maps 2. Denoting a person or company that publishes works at the author's
expense: "a vanity press'”.

Videos

Synonyms:  conceit - futility - vainglory - pride - arrogance

Vanity URLs have been long misunderstood, for good reason

When we got our Google+ vanity URL before Wordstream Technologies, Wordstream

Publishing, and Wordstream the game, it was a moment of celebration. We were about

to get an unfair advantage over our competitors with our newly acquired gplus vanity

URL.
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Try searching any brand with a vanity Google URL and you will find that the Google

knowledge graph will showcase you over other brands. i.e. Delta Airlines

What is a Vanity URL?

Vanity URL Definition: A vanity URL is an unique web address that is branded for

marketing purposes.

Vanity URLs are a type of custom URL that exists to help users remember and find a

specific page of your website. Therefore your vanity URLs should be easy to remember,

use, and share.

There are many benefits to being the first to claim your vanity URL — and just as many

setbacks if someone else beats you to it. Many social media websites such as Facebook,


http://www.wstream.com/
http://www.wordstreampublishing.com/WordStreamPublishing/Home.html
http://www.wordstreampublishing.com/WordStreamPublishing/Home.html
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wordstream/id511148161?mt=8
http://marketing.wordstream.com/WSContentDLDoesFBAdvWork.html?camplink=InContentCTA

LinkedIn, Twitter, and most recently, Google Plus offer users and brands the option to

customize their gplus profile URLs.
Pro tip: Vanity URLs should not be confused with vanity domains, which are domains
named after the owner’s name. e.g.

C'  [J www.davidmeermanscott.com Y 7%
David Meerman Scott
MARKETING AND LEADERSHIP STRATEGIST |
-

My friend David was beaten to the vanity domain DavidScott.com — which may seem
disadvantageous at first, but | think his pentasyllabic name sounds more catchy and
memorable.

7 Reasons Why Vanity URLs Are Awesome, Plus Actionable Examples

To get your brains rolling as to how you can take online marking offline and into the real
world, I've highlighted 7 reasons and some creative ways to use vanity URLs. We'll be
using our newly acquired Google plus vanity URL to showcase these vanity url examples.

Find us on Google Plus!
https://www.plus.google.com/+WordStream

Find us on Google Plus!
https://plus.google.com/b/110962037896041723674

1. Easier to Remember

Have you ever recommended a website to someone but they were too lazy to Google
it? Worse yet, have you ever found something cool on the web but can’t get the right
keyword combination to have it show up on search engines? With an easy-to-remember
web address, potential website visitors are less likely to give up before they even reach
your website. Plus (hah, get it?), it also looks a lot more pleasing to the eye. This is the
reason why URL shortening services like bit.ly and tinyurl are so popular.


http://lmgtfy.com/
http://lmgtfy.com/

2. Builds More Trust

What’s more pleasing to the eye also builds more trust. This is common sense not
commonly applied here. Which of these two would | have second thoughts about
clicking on?

Here’s how | see it: there’s irrefutable harmony in our new vanity URL —the call to action
matches up with a beautifully honest URL. Without a vanity URL for Google plus, you
would create a nasty case of cognitive dissonance to the user. Can | really trust a garbled
mess of numbers to lead me to where you say it will? Hyperbole aside, establishing trust
on the internet is hard stuff.

3. Easier to Share

By being obviously shorter, easier to remember, and more trustworthy, our GPlus vanity
URL is also engineered to be more sharable than before. Because it’s made up of words
instead of random numbers, we can now share it verbally without reading out the
numbers — heck, who would ever read out our old Google Plus URL? In most cases,
people would resort to search to find it.

Pro-tip: Want to keep things shorter and simpler without losing trust? Here are the
shortest links you can possibly create on the “big 4” of social media in order of brevity.
Google Plus: google.com/+WordStream

Twitter: twitter.com/wordstream

Facebook: facebook.com/wordstream

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/wordstream

4. Easier to Use

Now that it’s easy to remember, share, and evokes trust, we’ll actually want to include
our Google plus URL when we’re offering options for our fans to follow us.


http://google.com/+wordstream
http://twitter.com/wordstream
http://facebook.com/wordstream
http://linkedin.com/company/wordstream

Thank You For Attending! N

WordStream

To learn more about WordStream:

Twitter: https://twitter.com/\WordStream
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wordstream
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/wordstream
Google Plus:
https://plus.google.com/b/110962037896041/723674

/

Something here is not like the others!

=2 WordStream 1

This is a rendition of what your thank you slides may’ve looked like.

If you’ve seen our webinar thank you pages, you might notice that we’ve never included
a method to follow us on Google Plus — simply because it was hard to use. Font sizes or
formats have to be changed to accommodate a URL which doesn’t clearly represent
what it does. If it's hard to use internally, it’ll be hard to push out externally to
customers. Now that it’s easier to use, we’ll make it available to our growing Google Plus
fan base.

5. Empowers Online Sharing

Isn’t it amazing? Just a small cosmetic change can have a huge impact on your marketing
efforts. If you have a strong Google Plus brand presence and active community — or you
plan to have one — then it’s smart to build a supporting infrastructure around it. Here
are some examples of what you can now do that was previously unfeasible because of
one dinky, ugly-looking URL.

Corporate Emails



Ralph ). Folz

CEOD

WordStream
rifolz@wordstream.com

Visit Our Website: http://www.wordstream.com

Read Our Blog: http://www.wordstream.com/blog

Follow us on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/wordstream

Become a Facebook Fan: http://www.facebook.com/wordstream
Circle us on Google Plus: http://www.plus.google.com/+waordstream

Press Releases

@ PRWeb

Online Visibility from Vocus

Media Contact:

Laura Taylor

WP Acquisition & Experience Design
WordStream, Inc.

G617.849.6124

Itaylar(atiwordstream/dotjcom

Visit Cur Website: hitpJfwww. wordstream.com

Follow us on Twitter: hitp:fawww twitter comswaordstream

Like us on Facebook: hitpJfwww facebook comfwordsiream

Circle us on Google Plus: hitpfhwww.plus.google. comd+wordstream

Online Presentation Slides



- Leave a comment on google.com/+WordStream
to win a new iPad!

» Google+

Linked 73

>~z WordStream

6. Enables Offline Sharing

We all know that there are tons of ways people find our website online — and you
certainly don’t have to be online to hear about a website. There are plenty of places
where you can place your vanity URL on your offline promotional materials to encourage
more social activity online. While it’s true that companies are now spending less and less
on traditional media ads, you’ll never know for sure if there’s an opportunity lost
without testing your ideas out to see how effective they are!

Don’t be surprised if these traditional Google advertisements also include a “Learn more
on our Google+ Page” in the future since all of Google’s efforts have to be tied to social!

Direct Mail


http://www.businessinsider.com/larry-page-just-tied-employee-bonuses-to-the-success-of-the-googles-social-strategy-2011-4
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Get your FREE advertising dollars via Google.com/+Google

Marketing Promotional Materials (AKA SWAG)
So an SEO copywriter starts to write about some marketing swag he got in a job fair he
recently visited...

Pens, pencils, magnets, stress balls, beer opener, beer cap openers, beer bottle openers,
yo-yos, yoyo, T-Shirts, Polo Shirts, sweater, mugs, coffee cup, water bottle,
environmentally friendly water bottle, reusable bags, environmentally friendly bags, gym
bags, USB’s, key chains, keychains, tattoos, temporary tattoos, stickers....(Here’s the SEO
joke reference if you don’t get the humor — and dear God | hope WordStream doesn’t

start ranking for tattoos.)

Anywhere your brand or website could show up, you could create a call-to-action to get
people involved in your social media efforts. Get creative!

Remember, only some of these advertising methods will work for your business — but if
you can get your most loyal customers talking, interacting, and sharing your presence
online, you’re on the way to building a great customer relationship!

7. Enables Verbal Sharing


http://cdn.thenextweb.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2011/11/an-seo-expert-walks-into-a-bar3-520x366.png
http://cdn.thenextweb.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2011/11/an-seo-expert-walks-into-a-bar3-520x366.png

Imagine the following scenario: you’re on national television and the host gives you the
opportunity to sell your business. Aside from your website, wouldn’t it be sweet if you

could capture and engage them through social media?
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“You can learn more about WordStream on our website wordstream.com, find us on
facebook dot com slash wordstream, or google dot com slash, plus sign, WordStream”

—and if you’re lucky, you’ll have a little display pop-up show on TV. Let’s not leave it to
lady luck.

Radio

There’s no trick here. You would never be able to say www dot plus dot google dot com
slash b slash one one zero nine six two zero three seven eight nine six zero four one
seven two three six seven four *deep breath* and expect your listeners to remember or
write down the address AND visit your website.

There’s just no way without an awesome vanity URL.

Word of Mouth

When you’re a brand, you want methods to access your web properties or communities
to be as frictionless as possible. The easier it is the more likely people will act on it. Vanity
URLs are the start of easier word of mouth sharing, since your customers may choose to
visit your brand not through your website, but your presence in social media.

8. Bonus Round: Dominate Your Branded SERP With Vanity URL SEO


https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2021/04/29/hold-or-sell-your-small-business

It’s no secret that when users are looking for a brand, Google loves to put Google Plus,
LinkedIn, and Facebook on the search engine results page. Some SEQ’s will even argue
that this is in part due to the exact keyword match that you’ve customized in the URL.
By having the vanity URL to your brand on multiple web properties, you should be able
to dominate your SERP with your own marketing message (and not what Wikipedia has
to say about you!).

Pro-tip: If you have a verified Google Plus brand page, the Google Knowledge Graph will
give it preference over Google Maps (if you’re a business) or Wikipedia (if you're a
person).

Great Scott, vanity URLs are certainly marketing enablers! Just how did WordStream get
one for Google Plus? I'm glad you asked.

How To Get Your Google Plus Vanity URL

In order to be considered for Google’s initial custom URL rollout, you first have to have
a verified, active Google+ page with user activity. | believe WordStream is currently the
unofficial Guinness Book of World Records holder for obtaining a Google Plus branded
URL with just 1054 plus ones — all challengers to his claim are welcome. There are,
however, rumors that the minimal requirement is 100 followers, not plus ones.

Then, by the chance of counting your calendar days or nicely asking your Google
AdWords account rep if they know a Googler on the vanity URL project that could
prioritize your brand, you’ll see this magical grey bar. Legends say that only the chosen
few have the luck to access customized URLs on the fabled Gplus network.

« C 8 ntips//plusgooglecom ] $/post -, o 30
(] Google AdWerds: K.. Subrntt News : Inter.. * Guest Aticles 1 Busi.. ] Top Blogs - Digital L. Unk Buzzmarker = Webmaster Tools - .. Deop My Link - Find . Dvgolet ) ReVsn
GO ) lC"’ ~~

RL google.com/+WordStream | Clslm URL Learn more

WordStream

NN www wordstiaam.com
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Oooh, a delightfully bright blue button! When you click on it, wild glittery unicorns will
appear and flash across your screen with amnesia dust.


http://marketing.wordstream.com/WSContentDLDoesFBAdvWork.html?camplink=InContentCTA
http://blog/ws/2013/02/01/knowledge-graph-conspiracy-confirmed
http://blog/ws/2013/02/01/knowledge-graph-conspiracy-confirmed
http://support.google.com/plus/bin/request.py?hl=en&contact_type=page_verification&rd=1

UPDATE: As of 10/29/2013, Google+ Vanity URLS are now available to all brand pages
as long as they meet these minimal requirements.

[

Claim a custom URL for your page

A custom URL is a short, easy-to-remember web address that makes it
easier to direct people to your Google+ page.

& We've preapproved this URL for your page:

# google com/+WordStream

| agree to the Terms of Semice.

= = M

Not now
Request a different one.

Pro-tip: Note here that capitalization does not matter. If a visitor types in
google.com/+wOrDsTrEaM (God have mercy on your soul if your visitors type in 1337
Sp34K) they’ll still reach our branded page.

We also noted two wacky points about Google+ custom URL’s terms of service that were

a bit fishy:
1. We reserve the right to reclaim custom URLs or remove them for any reason, and
without notice.

2. Custom URLs are free for now, but we may start charging a fee for them. However,
we will tell you before we start charging and give you the choice to stop participating
first. (Emphasis mine)

These are extremely minor setbacks considering the benefits you'll be getting, so check
that click-wrap agreement and click “Claim URL” unless you would like to Request a
different one. If you request a different URL, you’ll have to wait for a verification e-mail
from Google; otherwise you’ll be directed to do a final confirmation. Remember, Google
only allows one custom URL per page.


https://support.google.com/plus/answer/2676340?hl=en&topic=2400106
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=1337
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=1337
http://www.google.com/+/policy/tos-custom-url.html
http://support.google.com/plus/bin/answer.py?hl=en-GB&answer=2716471
http://support.google.com/plus/bin/answer.py?hl=en-GB&answer=2716471

L

Confirm custom URL

You can only have one custom URL. Once you claim it, you can't change or
| transfer it.

Are you sure you want to claim google com/+Word Stream as the custom
URL for your Google+ page?

L

R Tl e T

With the foresight that this experience could be a blog post, | took the risk for our
readers and clicked cancel. The grey bar will still show up on the top of your Google+
page, so rest assured you’re not suckered for not taking Google’s sweet, sweet offer

right away.

After confirming your choice, you’ll be directed to
google.com/+YourNewVanityUrl/about

Contact info  Phone (B17) 963-0555
Email info@wordstream.com  Verify

Website www. wordstream.com @

Google+ URL google com/+WordStream

Link Congratulations, WordStream!

You've claimed the following Google+ URL for your page:

() google.com/+WordStream

Don't forget to let everyone know that they can find you at this address.

Pro-tip: For the techy power web users who have a knack for breaking down the
components of a URL because you’re an extremely savvy online marketer, you'll also

notice that...
www.google.com/+WordStream/photos takes you to the photo album,

www.google.com/+WordStream/videos takes you to videos
www.google.com+WordStream/posts takes you to the brand’s Google Plus page wall.



http://www.google.com/+WordStream/photos
http://www.google.com/+WordStream/videos
http://www.google.com+wordstream/posts

Those who didn’t notice... well... now you can pretend that you knew this all along!

WordStream’s Obligatory Google Custom URL Celebration
Hopefully by now we’ve convinced you how awesome it is to have your own vanity URL.

On August 13th, Google announced that shorter, customized, and easier to remember
Google Plus URLs were going to be rolled out to verified profiles (people) and pages
(brands and businesses) on a limited scale for those deemed most important. The first
adopters were superstars like David Beckham, Hugh Jackman, and Britney Spears and
brands like Hugo Boss, Toyota, and Delta Airlines.

| thought I'd take the opportunity to pat ourselves on our back and remind our
“frienemies” (in the same manner iPhone 5 owners do) that we got our vanity URLs
earlier than they did*. This also means that they’re in threat of being unable to execute
any of the benefits of vanity URLs I've just mentioned.

*fan counts are approximations*®

Surprising Search Marketing Brand Pages Without Vanity URLs

Search Engine Watch — 3,900 Google plus fans
Search Engine Journal - 2,500 Google plus fans
State of Search — 2,000 Google plus fans

(It's no wonder that Search Engine Land, which got their vanity URL, continues to take
the lead with 39,603 Google plus fans)
SEO Brands With A Significant Google Plus Following Without Vanity URLs

HubSpot - 13,000 Google plus fans
SEO Book - 7,000 Google plus fans
Distilled - 3,700 Google plus fans
Point Blank SEO - 3,200 Google plus fans
Majestic SEO - 2,800 Google plus fans

(I haven’t seen any PPC Brands really leverage Google Plus — WordStream is one of the
first to do so!)

SEO’s | Wish Had Their Vanity URLs (Click here to apply)

Rand Fishkin — The CEO of SEOMoz
Matt McGee — Editor of Search Engine Land
Dana Lookadoo — (Do check out her super awesome presentation on Structured Social
Sharing)

Widely Followed PPC Experts on Google Plus Who We Think Will Get their Vanity URLs
Soon


http://marketingland.com/pre-approved-custom-urls-now-rolling-out-on-google-19586
https://plus.google.com/117807232814593418955/posts
https://plus.google.com/112953633004578114474/posts
https://plus.google.com/101475377013754652573/posts
http://support.google.com/plus/bin/request.py?hl=en&contact_type=page_verification&rd=1
https://plus.google.com/111294201325870406922/posts
https://plus.google.com/108652640482631482795/posts
https://plus.google.com/113402335971622689523/posts
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/rock-your-seo-with-structured-social-sharing-mozcon-presentation
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/rock-your-seo-with-structured-social-sharing-mozcon-presentation

Joanna Lord
Brad Geddes

John Rampton
Want your name off of WordStream’s list? Shoot me an email or tweet once you’ve
received your vanity URL and you’ll receive a mystery prize from WordStream.

Claiming your vanity URL is just as important as choosing the name for a brand. So what
are you waiting for?


https://plus.google.com/118212529999599800263/posts
https://plus.google.com/114337374493772659703/posts
https://plus.google.com/112003488454981569114/posts

