
 
 

 



 
 

The sports industry generated USD 388.3 billions in 2020, -15.4% less than in 2019, when it 

reached USD 458.8 billions.

Once the pandemic is over, the industry is expected to continue to expand by an average of 

6.6% per year (CAGR or compound annual growth rate), reaching USD 599.9 billions by 2025 

and USD 826 billions by 2030.

72% of revenues (i.e. $279.58 billions) come from participatory sports, while the remaining 

28% ($108.7 billions) come from professional sports.

The sports industry is very strong worldwide, which is evident in the industry's contribution 

to the global gross domestic product (GDP) (which is between 0.5% and 1%).

For example, in Spain, 

sports account for 3.3% of total GDP (bear in mind that tourism accounts for 12-14% of GDP 

in years without COVID-19).

 

 

 

 



 
 

Considering concrete figures, if we look only at the direct, indirect and induced impact, in 

Spain, €39 billion were generated in terms of revenue in 2018, which accounts for 3.3% of 

GDP. When we look at employment to see the extent of its importance, we learn that 2.1% 

of total employment in Spain derives from the sports industry, i.e. more than 400,000 people 

in Spain are working and making a living out of sport.

However, if we only take into account the direct impact, i.e. how many people live from 

football, the number is slightly lower: it drops to 200,000 people, almost 50%.
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The professional 

football industry in Spain generates 185 000 jobs and a turnover equivalent to 1.37% of GDP 

(data from 2016 and 2017), i.e. more than €15 billion per year (La Liga, n. d.).

FC Barcelona, for example, generates 1.46% of 

the GDP of Barcelona and almost 20,000 jobs.
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For example, if we compare Eibar's stadium (6,000 seats) with FC 

Barcelona's (almost 100,000), we can see that the latter has a much higher turnover than 

Eibar.
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For those in positions 1 to 5, almost half of their revenue comes 

from the commercial sector (49%), while for those in positions 16 to 20, this percentage is 

only 22%. If we look at TV rights, the opposite applies: it represents 33% of revenues for the 

bigger teams and 65% for the smaller teams.
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In a football club, most of the recurrent expenditure - 50% to 70% - corresponds to sports 

salaries.



 
 

 

 

 



 
 


